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Development of a Method for Tomato Leaf Area Index Estimation
using Leaf Width

HIEI Kiyotaka, EMMEI Naoki, ITO Midori, INUKAI Ruka, TANAKA Tetsushi,
and OHKAWA Hiroshi

Abstract: To develop an easy method for determining the tomato leaf area index (LAI), we
investigated an effective calculation procedure and optimal leaf position for measurements
across three cultivars. The procedure involved converting the average leaf width per plant into
leaf area, treating this as the mean individual leaf area per plant, and selecting leaves just below
all flowering- and fruit-clusters for measurement. This method provided a consistent and highly
accurate LAI estimation. The LAI could then be calculated by multiplying the mean individual
leaf area, the total number of leaves on the plant, and the planting density. The mean absolute
percentage error ranged between 4.6% and 8.3%. Daily changes in leaf width were also examined.
Once a young leaf reached the sixth or seventh position from the shoot apex, its width extension
stopped. Leaves in this position were not crowded within the plant canopy, making it possible
to measure leaf width in situ without causing leaf damage. Therefore, this leaf position was
deemed optimal for the measurement.

Key Words: Leaf width, Tomato, Leaf area index, Calculation procedure, Leaf position
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ST D jfk e i:@ HETE LAT MAPE®
PR 10 A 11 A 12 A 1 H 2 A 3A 4 A (%)
%1 1 028 **3) 036 **  0.25%F  0.25%F (024 %% (022%*% (.24 ** 93.0
%2 1 0.61 ** 0.79 **  0.58 **  0.62*%*  0.61 ** 046 ** (.53 ** 84.1
%3 1 1.25 ** 1.52 ** 1.32 %% 111 **  1.19%* 095 %+ (.93 ** 69.0
%4 1 243 * 3.12 2.84 %% 200 %% 218 %% .69 %k 148 ** 41.7
H55 1 3.30 448 * 4.01 3.06 3.10 232 2.24 17.2
%6 1 3.91 443 ¥ 460 ** 323 3.48 2.87 227 9.7
%7 1 437 5.02 % 530% 3.82 %% 384 3.34 2.44 8.1
%8 1 5.00 527 % 500 % 404 % 409 3.39 ¥ 263 11.4
%9 1 5.04 479 ¥ 545 424 % 381 372 % 2.55 12.7
%10 1 4.96 ** 5.20 5.69 459 ¥ 422 3.81 291 * 17.0
11 1 5.74 * 4.90 5.96 * 4.86 %% 429 %k 3] kx 3D ** 22.0
w12 1 5.80 ** 4.45 548 *F 404 %% 440 ** 396 % 350 22.3
%13 1 5.95 ** 4.75 5.53 5.16 %% 452 %% 440 * 3.56 27.5
%14 1 6.16 ** 5.06 5.67 * 5.08 %% 537%% 4 ]4%F 407 * 34.1
%15 1 5.77 ** 5.25 5.46 5.56 518 %% 391 ** 373 31.1
BAE N 1 1.62 2.20 3.20 3.23 % 3.03 ¥ 159 % 107 40.8
P S el 1 3.39 4,57 ** 475 * 3.08 2.98 2.22%% 139 222
HRIET 1 3.50 * 4.15 4.50 * 443 %% 421 * 3.14 %% 2.49 ** 10.3
#1-3-5ER k 3 4.08 3.91 4.42 3.51 3.17 234 %% 1,93 ** 13.9
W1-3-5{ERT 3 3.48 3.71 4.20 4.28 451 * 336 %*  2.58 11.9
¥ 2-4-6 LR 1 3 4.77 * 5.01 * 5.27 4.09 3.76 291 2.33 12.4
W2-4-6 {ERT 3 436 4.27 4.55 4.61 ¥% 486 %%  415%* 349 % 15.7
SRR E 6 433 4.37 4.67 3.34 3.19 2,60 ** 220 * 10.8
BIERT 6 3.81 3.93 4.26 3.89 430 3.74 3.15 9.8
EHERH 15-18 4.29 436 4.40 3.69 3.80 3.28 2.81 -
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F4 F=RINA B W THRAEIEMN OIERT — 206 R U HEE R m i S (FIE B )Y
A 2 :He e 1:@ HEE LAL MAPE*
PR S 10 A 11 A 12 A 1A 2 A 3 A 4 A (%)
%1 1 0.30 *#3) 033 %% 023 %% (023 %% (.23 ¥k (020 ** (.20 ** 93.5
%2 1 0.60 ** 0.77 #*%  0.57 **  0.60 ** 0.60 ** 043 ** .50 ** 84.6
%3 1 1.23 ** 1.50 #% 1,30 ** 1,10 ** 117 ** .97 ** (.87 ** 69.5
%4 1 2.40 ** 3.03 %% 280 *F 2,00 ** 213 *¥* 1,63 % ].47 ** 42,6
%S 1 3.23 ** 4.40 3.97 3.03%  3.07%* 227%F 220% 17.9
%6 1 3.87 4.40 4.53 3.17 3.43 2.83 223 * 10.3
%7 1 430 4.93 520% 373 3.83 3.30 2.43 6.8
%8 1 4.93 517 %% 503 4.00 4.07 3.33 2.60 10.3
%9 1 5.00 4.73 537 %% 420 3.77 3.70 2.53 12.1
%10 1 4.93 510 %% 560 %% 453 %% 417 3.77 2.87 15.5
%11 1 5.67 ** 4.80 5.90 **  4.83 ** 427 3.63 3.17 20.4
512 1 5.77 ** 4.43 5.40 ** 487 ** 433 3.90 3.47 ** 21.0
%13 1 5.63 ** 4.70 543 %% 510 ** 447 433 %% 357 ** 25.3
% 14 1 6.13 ** 5.03 * 5.60 %% 507 ¥ 533 %k 410 ** 4,00 ** 33.0
%15 1 5.67 ** 520 %% 533 k% 547 %k 510 %% 387 3.70 ** 29.2
BET 1 1.50 ** 2,13 %% 313 %% 320 2.93 ** .53 %k ] 03 ** 425
HRIG L 1 3.27 ** 4.50 4.70 3.03 297 % 2020 %% 137 ** 22.6
ERIET 1 3.43 * 4.10 4.43 437 4.17 3.10 2.47 10.3
%1356 b 3 3.47 * 347 %% 403 3.30 297 % 2,07 ¥ 1.67 ** 22.6
%135 fERT 3 3.27 ** 3.50 %% 4.07 4.20 4.37 3.13 2.33 14.5
%246 LR I 3 4.63 4.93 520% 393 3.67 2.83 223 % 11.9
%246 LR T 3 427 4.20 4.47 4,57 %% 480 ** 4,07 ** 337 % 14.2
SRR L 6 3.83 4.03 433 2.97 2.93 *% 240 ** 2,03 ** 16.6
SIERT 6 3.57 * 3.77 4.13 3.63 4.03 3.57 2.97 8.3
AT 15-18 3.87 4.03 4.00 3.33 3.47 2.97 2.57 9.0
EYEFEE 15-18 429 436 4.40 3.69 3.80 3.28 2.81 —
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4) FMAT7IE S TEFLIEMAPE (%) = 100/7 2 ( [RBRX —2IERFX| /2TERRIX)
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B %70 HEE LAI MAPE?
AT ENL 2 s

GEE e 10 H 11 A 12 A 1A 2 A 3H 4 A (%)
1 1 0.33 *%3) 030 %% (030 **  (0.26** (.24 **x (22 %% (27 ** 92.9
) 1 1.00 ** 0.71 %% 077 **  0.66 ** (.58 %% (.56 ** (.57 ** 82.4
®3 1 1.85 ** 1.74 ** 141 #* 147 %% 113 %% 1.06** 1.13 ** 64.4
4 1 3.24 * 3.70 270 *#* 28] %% 223 %x D200 *k* 202 ** 32.1
w5 1 3.82 5.07 * 4.59 4.47 3.47 3.25 2.78 11.7
6 1 3.95 5.24 *x* 522 %% 49] 4.02 3.51 2.88 12.2
%7 1 3.70 5.2] ** 5.05% 544 % 405 3.40 3.54 14.5
8 1 3.95 5.2] ** 5.56 ** 551 %%  47] 4.49 ** 388 21.9
%9 1 4.49 522 %% 486 5.48 ** 471 4.5 * 3.75 19.2
10 1 4,87 ** 441 4.71 5.69 **  4.65 4.09 4.19 * 19.0
11 1 4,82 * 422 5.02% 612 %% 536 %% 496 **  43] ** 27.1
12 1 4,97 ** 4.47 5.00 %% 543 %% 528 %% 476 ** 366 225
%13 1 4,98 ** 4.08 4.70 5.82 %% 539 %k 427 * 3.87 20.4
%14 1 5.45 *x* 4.06 501 % 5.65%%  6.02 %% 4.86%% 419 * 28.5
%15 1 5.86 ** 4.69 4.76 4.94 5.41 %% 442 % 366 22.8
BHAET 1 3.33 3.73 3.45 3.56 % 258 %k 223 %k 27D 213
ERGE 1 3.89 533 %% 498* 451 3.21 249 ** 238 19.6
HRIET 1 3.27 * 437 501 % 580 %% 519% 460 %% 427 ** 24.1
135 65k 3 4.00 3.96 4.26 4.29 3.38 2.58 #% 205 ** 13.0
B 135 LT 3 3.94 3.66 3.94 4.78 513 % 446 %% 337 11.0
& 2-4-6 L5 L 3 4.85 * 4.95 * 4.57 4.93 3.91 3.00 2.46 15.9
H24-6 SLRT 3 3.89 3.99 4.73 5.50 *% 560 ** 495 %% 414 * 21.2
Ev( 6 4.44 4.18 421 4.26 3.27 251 %% 224 14.5
EERT 6 3.91 3.70 4.17 4.72 4.57 4.12 3.74 9.1
AIEREE 15~18 4.02 4.03 4.08 4.42 4.12 3.58 3.20 —
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#6 FROANA09 IV TIATEN O YR T — # D 5 U7 HE B Se i R FE B (A B )Y

B MR 7=b HEE LAI MAPE?
A HENL D) e

A TER 10 A 11 A 12 A 1A 2 A 3 H 4 A (%)
1 1 0.30 **3) 0.30 ** 0.27 %% 023 %% (023 **x (20 %k (.27 ** 934
) 1 0.93 ** 0.70 ** 0.73 ** (.63 ** (.53 ** (.53 *k (.57 ** 83.1
%3 1 1.77 ** 1.67 ** 137 %% 143 %% 1,10 **  1.03 **  1.10 ** 65.6
54 1 3.13 ** 3.60 2,67 %% 277 %% D17 ¥ 193 %k .97 ** 33.8
%5 1 3.77 497 * 4.53 4.43 3.40 3.20 2.73 11.9
%6 1 3.83 5.17 ** 5.13 %% 483 3.90 3.40 2.83 12.8
%7 1 3.63 5.10 * 497 *  537% 390 3.33 3.47 143
%8 1 3.90 5.17 ** 547 %% 547 %% 467 443 % 380 20.7
%9 1 4.40 5.17 ** 477 5.40 **  4.63 420 3.67 17.3
%10 1 477 * 433 4.60 5.60 **  4.60 4.00 4.07 * 16.5
11 1 477 * 4.17 497 %  6.03*%F 530 %% 490 ** 417 * 25.1
%12 1 4.87 ** 437 5.00 % 533 %% 520% 463 % 360 20.1
#13 1 4.90 ** 4.00 4,57 5.73 %% 533 %% 413 3.80 18.3
%14 1 5.43 ** 3.97 497 % 557 %% 503 %% 480 %k 410 * 27.2
15 1 5.83 ** 4.60 4.70 4.83 5.33 %% 427 % 3.63 20.8
BHAET 1 2.77 ** 2.93 ** 4.50 4.70 3.43 2.83 * 2.60 18.8
& Rh 1 3.83 5.07 ** 4.60 4.67 3.17 * 2.43 ¥ 233 % 19.4
ERIGT 1 3.20 ** 4.33 520 %% 580 %% 510% 453 %% 417 % 23.9
1357 3 3.67 3.60 430 423 3.03 % 240 %% 1,83 ** 184
F1-3-5ERT 3 3.83 3.53 4.03*  5.03 4.97 433 * 3.03 113
246 LR L 3 473 * 4.87 4.93 507*  3.80 2.97 2.40 17.7
B 246 IERT 3 3.83 3.93 4.57 5.47 %k 550 %% 483 %% 403 * 19.6
LR - 6 4.17 3.80 4.13 3.87 2.93 %% 230 %% (7 ** 17.6
2ERT 6 3.83 3.53 3.73 4.40 4.10 3.77 3.50 5.9
BT 15~18 3.70 3.67 3.73 4.00 3.70 3.20 2.90 9.3
RIEFEE 15~18 4.02 4.03 4.08 4.42 4.12 3.58 3.20 —
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